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To the Right Honourable 
OHN Lord CUTTS, 
Baron of Gomuran, &c. 


My Lozo, 

Have now done the thing which I re- 
l ceived Tour Lordſhip's command for, and 

I hope that which was a Reaſon to me for 
the doing it, will be one as much to the World for 
the accepting it. Indeed there is nothing worthy to 
be Publiſhed but the Obedience ; for however 
the Work deſerves not to be read, yet Tour Lord- 
ſhip does to be obey d; and ſo whereas the Un- 
willingneſs is often the Excuſe upon ſuch Occaſi- 
ons, My Readineſs is to be mine. As the Diſ- 
courſe has nothing to recommend it but the Sub- 
jea, ſo the Publiſhing may have little to ex- 
cuſe it but the paying a Duty to one ſo nearly 
related to the SubjefF of it ; indeed here a 
Duty is paid to both. It has been always a 
Maxime to me, that they who ſeem to ſuffer 
grievous things from Providence were to. have 
all the ſoft —S from Men, and were not 
to ſuffer there again, that from them there 
ſhould be Balſom and Healing Allay, and no- 
thing ſhould be eaſily denied to thoſe in Diſtreſs ; 


and in this of Your Lordſhip the Loſs of the 
| a 2 Dead 


» > 


T he Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


Dead ſbould have at leaft that faint Supply 
from the Services of the Living: Therefore 
was this one of the Melancholy Cries of Job, 
Have Pity upon me, have pity upon me, O 
ye my Friends, for the hand of God hath 
rouched me; and then fellows his Wiſb, wery 
like this Command of Your Lordſhip, Oh that 
my Words were naw written ! Oh that they 
were Prmted mn a Book ! But, My Lord, there 
is yet an higher Reaſon, and that is the Hearty 
defire of ſome” good to be done, though by ſuch 
weak hands as mine, upon the Souls of Men, and 
firft pu Tour Lordihip's, as you gave the Com- 
mand .and ſo the firſt Occaſion for it : There is 
another right to the firſt Fruits of the Good where 
the Evil it ſelf began, as we endeauour to quench 
aFire at the firſt Houſe which it appeared in; Where 
this Evil began,it dwells there flill in a larger ſhare, 
and fo much in the moſt preſſing weight, that there 
#s this new reaſon for its dwelling there, being ſo 
hey it carmot eaſily be removed. The Sons of 
the Patriarch carried a Preſent to the Apyptian 
Nebleman of Balm, and thar was ' much uſed by 
the Agyptians upon Dead Bodies : But there is 
another uſe of Balm not only in Death, but in the 
" Wounds before it, and thus I would preſent ſome 
to Tow Lordſhip, ſeeing Peace it ſelf as well as 
War does expoſe Tou 10 them. Tour Lordſhip al- 
moſt feemed to cover Wounds as much as others ” 
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wid them, and if there were thas Deſire, it has 

been largely anſwered in all the Cofily and the 
rows Honours of War, in all the Painful 
anal terrible Marks of Courage ; Tow have been 
#iways ready to ſpare yorr Conquer d Enemies, but 
wot Yonr ſelf, and Your repeated Vifories, which 
Toz wiſh'd to be dry and unbloody to them, ſeldom 
were fo to Torr Lordſbip. The Stroke is now in the 
moſt Senſible Part, and it is now more painful, 
when through the ſides of awother, then when firft 
direfted againſt Tour Self ; It was before in other 
Parts, mow in the Heart, and a Pious manage- 
ment of this firoke will make it not to be a Fatal 
one. It is not in the Field of Honour, but of Love, 
and in the uſual place of ſecurity, in Your own 
Houfe ; as one in the Prophet was ſaid to be wound- 
£d in the houfe of his Friends. Death has often 
met Tou, when both that and Your Lordſhip were 
attended by an Army, and it could not conquer You; 
and therefore it came up 10 You fate to face, and 
engaged Tou in a Perſonal Attack, and it has 
gained its deſign,as the Portune of Nations has been 
determined by a fingle Combat between two Cham- 
pions, when the Diſpute could never be brought to 
an Iſſue by Armies. Your Lordſhip has born an He- 
roick Part in two famous Sieges of this Age, at 
Buda and Namur ; But You were lately Fe heg- 
ed Your ſelf within a fair and goodly Town UE, 
the firſt ſurrendered by Your Lordſhip.) You thonght 


Tour 
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Your ſelf ſafe and happy there, and it had all 
things within itsWalls,but it was not,alas! ſoſhong 
as wecould have deſired: Let the Surrender become 
very Honourable. in being very Religious, when Re- 
ſignation is-as.much the Duty of a Chriſtian as the 
Heeping of Cities and not reſigning is that of a 
Soldier. No-Order of Men ſeems to ſhine more in 
Hiſiory, none of 1he two great Nations, the Gre- 
tian and Roman,are read with more glory tothem- 
ſelves, and more ſatisfation to us, then Warriours, 
whoſe Condutt in their Life was equal to that in 
their Armies,and their Piety to their Courage: Some 
of that Profeſſion we find upon Record too in the 
Hiſtory of the Church, and there (ignalized with 
Marks of Honour. greater then thoſe wbich they re- 
ceived in the Field. -I would not read a Lefure 


of War 'to Tour Lordſhip, as the Philoſopher did 


to Hannibal, but I would offer things to be conſt- 
dered in the calmer Thought and the ſilent Re- 
treat of Peace,and in the gloomy Shade of Mourn- 
ing, 'and I would have ſaid, in the penſive Lei- 
ſure too of Solitude, if that Company, the want 
whereof, makes this Solitude; would have hindered, 
would not - much rather have promoted the beſt 
NefleAions. | 
Upon this great Reaſon my Obedience, I frankly 

own, 'My Lord, was as ready as if I had been un- 
der the Martial Diſcipline and Authority of Your 
Lordſhip, as a General Officer. Iwas no leſs 
bi 
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ly ordered to the Prefs, then a Soldler is to his Poſt; 
as one of the Warlike Charatter, the Cent ton. in 
the Goſpel declared, I fay to this Man, Go, and 
he gocth, to another, Do this; and he doth ir. 
IWe ſee, there 1s no Joy unmixt nor without its End, 
no Expefation ſteady nor without its Diſappoint- 
ment ; 10 hope fo great, but much rather, becauſe 
ſo big, it may burſt afunder, and into that air, 
which before it ſweld with. Your Lordſhip expect. 
ed in TourReturn from the Campagne all the weat- 
thy ſpoils at home, and things yet more glorious 
then the Macedonian Conquerors ſeized in the 
Perfian Tents, or ever the Germans (under whoſe 
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Eagle you have fought) in the Furkiſh Camp. Tou © 


deſigned a Triumph within Tour own Gates, and 


Tou there found a Defeat. We now may learn to 
confide no more in the Weak and Sickly, and (we 
find) Dying Enjoyments of the World, to enter no 
more into cloſe Allyances withLife,and with Goods cf 
an Earthly Growth,and we may reſolve thas we will 
#0 more be Diſappointed. We ſee again, as So- 
lomon ſays, There is no Diſcharge in that War, 
the Beſt are to die as well as others, and we now live 
only to be warned and'to take the warning, to con- 
fider that we are determined to death by God's De- 
cree, and we ſhould be fitted for it by our Holineſs ; 
ani fo our Death, like that of the Beſt, may ſeem 
to be only a Debt of Nature, the Payment whereof 
makes us Free and Eafie, and a ſudden one, which 
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is to them a Favour may not be to us a Puniſhment. 
I would not, My Lord, ſo mucch condele Tour Cala- 
mity, as congratulate Tour Improvement of it : I 
would not ſpeak ſo much to Your Lordſbip upon the 
Loſs, becauſe (inſtead of Your being \wakow'd up, 
in St. Paul's Phraſe, with tntemperate yas / I 
would have that ſwallow d up the beſt way,and ſunk 
in the Advantage, by the Bleſſing of him who ſaid, 
I will heal him, I will lead him, and will reftore 
comforts to him and to his Mourners. 

In the mean time-I am to tell the World Your 
Loſs (which Your Lordſbip is too ſenþble of to want 
the being 161d of it Your: ſelf) and my own Imper- 
feAtions in the following Pages, wherein the Ex- 
cellent Lady has her (elf by #4 and, as you were 
alyays Partners in the Goads. and Evils of Life, 
Tour Lordſhip tao ſuffers here.uot only by the Death, | 
but by the Deſcription of it in this Unwarthy \ and 
Artleſs Diſcourſe : Far all the Injuries whereof 
Pardon now. is. ask'd from Your Ladd, and from 
that trulyP ious Memory,mhich.uow meCtlebrate, by 

My Lord, | 

Your Lardſhip.s | 
Moſt Obediom and  -- 

Moſt. Humble: Servant, 


Jonn ProvovTsE. 
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SERMON 


On the DEAT H of the 
RIGHT HONOURABLE 


ELIZABELH 
Lady CUTTS. 


Pſal. 37. 37- 
Mark the perfec# Man, and behold: the upright, for the 
end of that Man is Peace. 


F* Pſalm and the 73d. ſpeak more together in 


one continued Dj e than apy ther part 

of Scripture upon that great and lofty SubjeR, 

The Juſtice of Providence in the Sufferipgs of the Righ- 
rcous, and the Goodnels of it in the advantages of their 
better Condition, which follows and Crowns their 
Sufferings. The end is indeed a full ſatigfaQtion for 
all che hardſhips, this a large reward to him who bears 
them, this a deciſive Anſwer to the Queſtions riſngRom 
A them *: 


A Sermon on the Death of the 


them : And ſo God's Providence will not ſuffer in our * 
Thoughts; when the Righteous do from his Hands; the 
Goodneſs _— the Juſtice, and the Event enlight- 
ens the Myſtery, that which is ſo bright ſpreads a 
Light overthis which is ſogloomy. The Honourable, 
the Pious, and I had almoſt ſaid, the never too muth 
lamented Perfon, of whom every thing atound us here 
doesgive us mournful notices, for whom we now per- 
form much more than a Ceremony of Mourning, had 
Peace for her End, and not a train of Sufferings tocon- 
duct herto it : we alone now ſeem to ſuffer, and more 
in the end of her Life, than in the misfortunes of our : 
own, and O let all our Evils become the Sufferings of ? 
the Righteous, when they are ours. Indeed ſhe was | 
Righteous without them, as if there had been no place 
for ſeyerer methods upon a Spirit ſo gentle in its Frame, 
and ſo good in its Inclination 3 and thus a Father does 
never uſe the Diſcipline of Force upon the ingenuous 
and willing Child, where he cannot be roo kind, and 
where the kindneſs cannot be abuſed. Give me leave 
to remember her, who muſt not, who cannot be for- 
gotten, and who is ſo-much rather ro be remembred 
now, when we are performing that Worſhip ro God, 
which ſhe made as much her pleaſure, as God madeir 
her Duty. And ſurely that always Devout and now 
Bleſſed. Soul ( if I may ſoſay ) would ar this time ha- 
{ten in all rhe (wifreſt Motions of a Spirit, would come 
down preſently ro joyn in Worſhip with us, were ſhe 
not engaged already in another Communion with them, 
who fall down tefore him that fits on the Throne, and worſhip 
him who liveth for ever and ev:r,and caſt their Crowns before 
the Throne, ſay-ng, Thos art worthy, O Lord, to receive 
Glory, and Honour, and Power. I would ſet before you 
an Image of her, or a part of that Image, for it can 
only be a part at laſt: where the Work is not skilful, 
yet 


my 
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et the Figure mult be —_ (or it can have no re- 
ation'to her) and then ir is ſuch as ſhould only pleaſe 
and charm, not fright and diſturb you. So much [I ſhall 
ſpeak upon ConviQtion, that whereas a Pagan mighc 
ay, he fad builr a Temple, and offered a Sacrifice to 


Virtue, a Chriſtian may Declare, that he thinks him- 


ſelf ro ere a Statue, or build a Monument to it, if 
there were ſo far a Death of .ic among us, as to want 


7 a Monument, or if any thing I can do could de- . 
| ſerve the being called its Statue, The Integrity of 
* the Speaker, upon ſuch occaſions, is aſſerted by 


the choice of the Subject, where this ſfurmounrs 


Z the praiſe, as high as it (eems to be, and till 
' as it riſes higher, this appears much above it ; and 
5 again, by the knowledge of thoſe ro whom we ſpeak, 

; asyou think it almoſt your misfortune that once you 


knew, and perhaps too well, and roo much, bur nor 
ro0 long : The Veracity is yet more ſecured by the 
knowledge of him that ſpeaks; as I had the honour to- 
know from Childhood; and now to have the large and 
delightful proſpet before my Eyes, of ſuch a Glorious 
courſe of Goodnels, I could wilh as much the recalling 
of her paſt Years, as ſome do that of their own. 

Ir has been always a part of my Caution, to ſpeak 
little, ſeldom any thing, of the Dead, in Funeral Diſ- 


; courſes; and asthey, according to David, Praiſe not the 


Lord, (o 1 have thought, they were (carce to be praiſ- 
edthemſelves, and we were rather to be ſilent upon 
thoſe, who [as he at the ſame rime ſays) Go down in- 
to filence, Bur 1till I diſtinguiſhr, and ir was always 
no leſs my Rule, that Men, eminent in Quality, and 
more in good Actions, were not to go out of the 
World, without ſomething like chat ſplendor they ap- 
peared in there, arid that ſpeaking then, in Juſtice ro 
them, and for encouragement to others of the ſame 

Az exalted 


4 Semen wn the Drah of he 


exalted Rank, and for Example rs All, was one part of | 
the nieedfirl Dettencies of their Fancral. And this, which 
was evet my Rwule; 1 think, I have @ Lawfel and agrear 
occaſion for the Priciee of. 1 know the 
to which theſe Praiſts are liable # rhe preſence opition 
of Mankind, and therefore my firſt bufinels thail be 
this, to defend thein whenever there # fo riuch reaſdtz | 
as T am fare now 1 have. 
I ſhall confider theft Three things & my Difbourſe. | 
1. That we ate to mark and behold the PerfeRt and *! 
Upright in this Senſe, when they die in the Lord we 
_ rethetwder them in thiefr Works which follow 
2. That we now have one Perfet and Upright to 
mark thus and to behotd, 
3- Thit her End was Pezee. 
1. Thar we are to Mark and Behold the Perſetand 
ht in this Senſe, when they die we art to remenn 
ber in theftr Works whith follow them. Thefe 
at the fame time follow them, and are not 'gone from 
us, hot fn their Effects, and fo not in our Remenibran- 
ces ; andthe Men who performed them are till to live, 
not only ih their own Souls, but in gurs, in all che 
| Thoughts, atd all the render Paſſions thereof. 
$441 (though none of the Beſt of Men) and Fond- 
than, Wihith Dead, had Praiſe from Dewid in a Faneral 
; and however tlie _—— with one of them 
might engage it for the Son, the Kindneſs of the orher 
to Ditvid did not 'clatth it for the Farher, and yet he 
gave it; and the giving it was indeed fo Great and 
Gefierous, thit the Praite of Swi became his own;whon 
the 'Hitred of this Prince had been as wwndoful, as 


258.1. 26, he declared, the Love of Forithean had been _ 


He who had norhing like Vanity or Flatrery in Tim 
{clf, and was fir from encouraging either in Mankind 
| aid, 
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ſaid Whereſe 

theye ſhell =—_ that this Wom in hath dom”, be told for a '* 
Memorial of ber. And ſhould this Holy Perſon havenothing 
rold + MaRt ſhe watt her M-an2vial, when if ſhe had ſeen 
kor Redeemer upon Farth, as ſhe row toes in Heaven, ſhe 
ro0 would taye + her Box of 
have frood at bis Feet being tvimn we 
thim with her tears, wiptd them with 1ht hairs of her Head, 
_— them, —— _ anna} wy 

are to oor Oinrirem, thar of che ſmootheſt an 

foftelt praiſe, to in6r Barral, 2s Miyydid herstoChrilt's, 4nd 
this good name is bereer than pr ecions Oinememnt ; fhehad not the 
evil Spitirs bf Mary, nor yet her fins; to her {6 mach was 
no forgiven, and 4 fhe Yoved much. The Author to the 
Altbrews Writes a Chapter of upon the Eldets who 4þ- 


- in _ nine he there: h morethah onee, obrained m4... 
Y0wgh + a goodreport, who weve toned, were fawn aſundes, were '3:35+ 
lain with the Sword, not acceptine Deliverance, that they might *” 


obtain a better Refurrettion. 

And tow what Dxv 4didfor Sawland Fowathean, What this. 
Author did for the Elders, and moteover, What Jeremiah 
did, and the whole Jewiſh Church for Foftah, 2 Chron. 35. 
25»26. we may do for others. Whar St. Peter allowed the 


weeping Widows to do for Dorcas, 4 woman full of good 47: 936. 


Works, we may do for this other, who. was lo like her, 
they ſhewed the Coats and th: Garments which Dorcas 
had made ; we may fhew the Good Works which 
the has performed, and we have only this new Caule 


; of Sorrow, that here is. not, as there was, onc Saint 


ro raile another from the Dead. You may perhaps. 
expe& that before 1 enter upon rhis Subſet, I ſhoeld 
do right to another, 'that of my Text, that of Serip- 
rure, Which was 'fo trach her Subje@t , her great Bufi- 


nets, her great Delight. But 1 cannot fpeak roo lirtle 


of thy Text;in the general Defign, becatife I eannorfpeak 
roo tech of her inthe parricuiar Accomplifhments, Who 
claims. 


ever this Goſpel foull be Prathedin rhewhote Borld, vat. + - 


pretiogs Ointmiziat, would , 
, would have waſh'4 38, 47- 
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Eeclus, 
24.11, 


claims as large a ſhare in our Grief, as my Text at ano- 
ther time would demand in our Diſcourſe : Ican ſcarce be- 
in too ſoon, and when I have begun, I can ſcarceend too 
ate ; I ſpeak of her, and of my Text,of both in ongfor ſhe 
Confirms and Imgeeves it, ſhe Illuſtrates and Explains it. 
This will appear in the Second thing, That we have now 
OnePerfc& and Upright to mark thus,and to behold.Surely 
ſhe was moſt Perfe, ſurely ſhe was moſt Upright, and this 
is our only trouble, that we cannot now behold, in the ſame 
manner,as we did, the Upright : As for her being Perfect, 
may 1 now attempt to-prove the thing whereof ſhe gave 
before much better proof in her Actions , as tis ſaid 
of Wiſdom, thar ſhe ſhall praiſe hr ſelf, and glory in the midſt 
of her people, in the Congregation of the moſt High, ſhe ſhall 
open her mouth, and triumph before his power! T cannot chuſe 
but deſcribe thoſe Virtues now, which we admired be- 
fore, ſome of the many Virtues which ihined in her, and 
which have left ſuch a Light behind chem, however ſhe 
is not, alas ſhe is nothere ; as the Sun under a Cloud 
leaves a Day-light to us, though he himſelf is nor ſeen. 
If the adorning of Women tu not to be that out vard adorning of 
plaiting the hair, and of wearing of gold, or of putting on s ap= 
parel, Ent it is to be the hidden man of the heart, in that which 
i not corruptiile, even the ornament of a meek and quiet ſpirit, 
which is in the ſight of God of great price, then certainly 
none was better dreſt, none more gaudily adorned than 
ſhe was ; and after this manner, ſays St. Peter, in the old 
time the old Women alſo who truſted in God, adorned themſelves, 
Severe ſhe was.to none bur to her ſelf, her Actions were 
dire&ed by a continual and awful Care, and only that the 
might accuſe her (elf, for ſurcly none beſides was apr, or 
had reaſon to accuſe her. A Mecknels ſhe had to bear. 


any Evil, but that of Sin, and any Loſs, bur that of Time 3 
and ſhe who had a Fountain of overflowing fatisfattion 
within her, was only thus diſſatisfied. Her Dreſſing was 
one of thoſe things which, as the Philoſopher adviſed, 

were 
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were not to be done in earneſt, not to be made a Buſi- 
neſs ; it was in this Senſe moſt careleſs, and the careleſs 
Dreſs was never more comely, ſo every ane thought be- 
ſides her ſelf. Her time of Dreſſing le, by a de- 
ſign, and as little as it was it mu loſt, for ſhe 
thought Time a greater Jewel than any 'of thoſe which 
are ſeen upon her Sex, and ſuch of which the leaſt grain 
is to be preſerved: Thar there might be the moſt fruit- 
ful improvement of it, that (as we read of the Great 
Men of former Ages) ſhe might do more —_ toge» 
ther, and yet every thing as well as if ſhe did bur one ; 
in thoſe caſier Minutes ( for that part of her Time was 
no more) ſhe gave the beſt InſtruQtions for the beſt pur- 
poſes to thoſe ,abour her. Whereas Ceſar, with his large 
capacious Soul, did at the ſame time diQtate ſeveral Let- 
ters, Which were to be ſent into ſeveral parts of the Em- 
pire, and of the World, ſhe in the midſt of her other Ex- 
erciſes ditated her Maxims of Virtue to thoſe within 
her Empire, who therefore only were Subjects to her Go- 
vernment, that they might be happy in her Care, May 
we not ſay of her, as the Queen of Sheba did of Solomon, 
Hippy were thoſe thy Servants, who ſtood continually before thee, 
and heard thy Wiſdem 2 Her Counſel was lucl, that one 
would almoſt deſire to want it no leſs than ſhe did to 
give it, as ſome kinds of Phyſick are ſo agreeable, that 
we could be willing to have a pretence for uſing them. 
Her Reproofs were as ſoft as the Praiſes of others, they 
were not like thoſe which are ſaid oz to be com.ly, bur 
were {o prudent in the raanner, and {o whol{ome in the 
ends, that one would do any thing but commir a faulr 
in order to the having a title tothem : Her Repreofs were 
ſuch, we might rather wiſh than fear them, as David (aid, 


2 Chros. 
9. 7. 


Eccluſ. 


20. &s 


Lt the righteous ſmite me, it ſhall be a kindneſs, and tt him Pſ141.5; 


reprove me, it ſhall be an excellent Oil, which ſhall not break 
my head. Thus in an higher Senſe than Solomon's Wo- 
man, whole Excellence was yet fo great, She gave meat to 

her 
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Prev. 31. Bly Mouſhold, and a portion to her Maidens, ſhe opened her mouth 


Is, 26. 


Heb. 12 


mith wiſdom, and in her tongue was the law of kindneſs. Aer 
Appointments of Prayer were as fixt as they were Devour, 
an Het perrmance the World, which tao often diſturb 


rhe Hoty nance, made no breach upon them, nor 


* Buſinefs, for this ſhe eſteemed fill a greater, nor Plea- 
fure, for in her Thoughts none was <qual to this, nor 


Company, for this gave ber the beſt and the nobleſt, The 


, 23. general Aﬀſſem*ly of the Firſt Born, the innumerable company 
OY of Angels, jar h: ſpirits of juſt men mad: perfet?. The Tidz 


" down boforc it : The Libertines would be Converts to 


rerurns not with a more certais courſe agd a fiercer ſtream, 
than her Devotions did ; and theſe we may ſuppoſe had * 
their Warers rao, their Tears, which, tike ber Money, 
flowed abroad in Charity ; when ſhe had leſs occaſion for 
them her ſelf, ſhe disburft them upon the neceſlities, and 


for the fins of others. Her Aﬀettions'were ſwifter than 


'Tthe Hours, were always more rhen ready to meet the 
Hours of Prayer, and the 


met them Joy, . when 
they came, as they waited for them with eagerneſs be- 
fore, and ſhe was only then impatient. In the praying 
Seafans what Tranſports, what Etevarions and Flights of 


- Soul rhere were, who can deſcribe > What Violence did 


ſheufe, who was not acquainted with any ather, and ſo ſhe 
rook the Kingdom of Heaven by Force > How Divine the 
Thovghts, How warm the Deſires, How enlarged the 


Hopes, How lively the Aſſurances, who can tell, and * 


yer who would not give himſelf that nobler Entertain- | 
ment to imagine 2 Can we indeed raiſe our Apprehenſi- 
ons high enough to take any meaſures of the Heighth to 


- which thoſe of rhe Kneeling Saint rhen were carry*d 2 If 


her Frame of Spirit in the AC of Prayer were not yet 
more Secrer, than her Praying was to that God wholaw 
in Secret ; if it.could be known, and if chat Knowledge 


"could be conveyed, by Words, to others, the 'Deſcripti- 


on would reclaim che Prophane, and Arhciſm would bow 


her 
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her Devotion, as were Objects of her Pity, and their 
CEE EIS 
It, yot their bead, t art, in this 
rb | Crjendous &þ we Spurl oncs 

os | Her private Deyotion was fo great; and yetthere was 
a- |} morethen this. Her ſteady reſorting to Publick Worſhip, 
IT (which began in her Childhood) wasas Vifible as that to 
he Private was not, and ſeen it was, becanfſe it could not be 


otherwile, tov _ pe in her Deportment, as an 
z _—_— os d earn to behave themſelves 
a, moſt Religiouſly, and a Reproach to thoſe who did not, 
d 3 in the Place all are ro ſhew the faireſt fide of their 


7, 3 Behaviour. Wirh all that Reverence ſhe ſeemed there toco- , c.,. 
IC ver her bead,as the Apoftle taught her,ro covert ſoas not 15. 
d to ſee or think of any Earrhly Object, and for the ſame- 

n reaſon which he offers, Becauſe of the Angels, becauſe of v. 1. 

e {| * their preſence, whom ſhe had fo near an alhance co, fo 

free a Correſpondence with, a Friendfhip, which as 

that berwixt Men, was founded upona likeneſs of Man- 

ners, and a Love, which began, as thar between Kings 

and Queens, without Sight. The Preſence of Gop did 
always ſtrike her with awful Reſcarmears; and her own, 

in the time of Worſhip, gave awful Thoughts ro others : 

She had all rhe Imprefſions of Holy Reverence; and every 

thing which was to make chem, found her a SubjeRt ca- 

fie ro be wroughr on, the ſtroke was genrle;and the effect 

of it in an inltant. Solomon laid, Even in danghter the Prev. 14. 
Heart is forrowful ; Her Heart was in the midft of it very "3: 
Wiſe and Thoughtful. Speech and Laughter, whereof the 

one is ſaid to be the Property of Reaſon, and the orherto 

be the Interpreter of ir, were in her rhe confidered e/fucs 

of Reaſon, they were things which the would nor do our 

of ſeaſon any where, and 1& were things which ſhe could 

not do in the Sacred Times and Places : St. Pazl (aid, Have , ... 
you not Houſes to eat and arik is, ſhe was ready to fay, ::. 
Have you not Houſes to diſcourſe and to converſe in, brt 

B d:ſpiſe 
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deſpiſe you the Church of God * She had not only a Native 
Modeſty, which was {o happy as ſcarce to have known 
the Thing, called Evil, to ſtartle at the Name, bur 
a moſt Generous one which refolyed not to know. it, and 
then it became more a Virtue, as.it was more a Principle, 
and Nature was advanced by Choice. Others do not with 
ſo induſtrious a Diſguiſe cayer their Vices, as ſhe did her 
Virtues ; ſhe caſt a Veil over them, as ſhe would have 
done over her Beauty, though, like this, they glirtered 
through that Veil, and ſhe ſeemed almoſt to bluſh, when 
they did ſo, as if ſhe had been. her ſelf ſurprized at and 
dazled with the Diſcovery, and ſhe had ſcarce truſted her 
ſelf with the Knowledge of them, and in this reſpect roo 
Her left hand had not known what her right hand did. ASin- 
ccrity ſhe had which was as Natural as her Modeſty, and, 
like that, was improved z ſhe had no. Art but to conceal 
all appearances of, Art, and there was indeed little rea- 
ſon for ir, becauſe Nature was perfect in it ſelf, and did 
not want it, as the Innocence of the firſt State of Man- 
kind did no more deſire than need a Covering, She who 
was {o courteous and caſie in her Converſation was nice 
and reſerved only in her Accompliſhments. - The Facul- 
tics of her Underſtanding were refined art firſt, and they 
had a ſecond refinement trom Reading and Thought, and 
(which is more) a true turn and byaſs ro Virtue and Re- 
gion ; to Virtue which is the Perfetion of Knowledge, 
and to Religion which is the heighgh of Virtue. Read 

ſhe was to comply with all (as the. Wiſeſt and. the Bel 

always are) and not ready to give Laws to. any, but her 
Conduct, where-ever ſhe came, was a Law, without her 
giving it as {uch, and her PraQtice was a Rule, withour 
preſcribing or impoſing. To. her ſelf ſhe gave Laws; and 
theſe indeed were fuch, 2s any one clſe would chuſe ro 
be governed by, ſhe ſeemed ro have a formed and folemn 
Delign of being and of making good : Each look was a 
Precept, and each aRion. was a Moral Rule to rs nr 
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beheld her, as Plato ſaid, if Truth were in a Body, 
could be ſeen, it would invite, and would prevail. % ,on fo 
That there might be more hands then one to finiſh a þ.-, 2» 
Piece ſo PerfeRt, and thoſe of the beſt kind roo, there (« 14 
was God's Grace, there was her own well directed Incli- ***" 
nation, and there was all the prudent Induſtry of a Pious name her, 
* Grandmother, whoſe Memory is now to continue with '** /-te 
hers, as before her Care was always with her ; So the hes 
waftigned Faith that wasin Timothy dwelt firſt in his Grand- Cam- 
mother Lois.2 Tim. 1.5. — 
Thus was the Child trained «p in the way that ſhe was to prov. 12. 
eo in, and which, if her Age had been of the ſame ex- 6. 
tended length as our defires, when ſhe had been old ſhe 
would not haye d from. I have becn often pleaſed 
with that ſaying of the Heachen, whercin he prays to his 
Gods for Bleſſings, for caſic Earth and fragrant Flowers, 
and a perpetual Spring upon the Tombs of thoſe who pla- 
ced a Teacher and a Father upon the ſame rank 
and levell. What —_— then and Rewards are due,and 
much more due to thole who teach Religion, who have 
that branch of Education for rheir Care. No Part of 
Mankind are more uſcful then they are, and none to be 
more eſteemed by all the reſt ; They ſurely are ro haye 
Braſs and Marble, even before they die; They are to have 
all che Honourable Acknowledgments and Publick Mo- 
numents from the State. No Nation had ever a more 
nice Eſteem for the Seqgyice of thoſe who performed any to 
their Country, nor ſhewed it in higher and more nice Re- 
wards than the Romans: The Benefactors we ſpeak of 
deſerve Crowns much better rhen ſuch as the Romans 
gave, and deſerye them much more then thoſe co whom 
they gave them, for they do far greater Service to their , 
Country, and ſo mnch the rather, becauſe they do the 
careſt to rheir Religion, | 
The Regard which we ſhould allow to the Goodneſs 
of this Saint, and which ſhe would neyer challenge for 
B 2 hee 
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her own, is not to be the eſs, beeauſe there was fo muck. 
CC Cert a Gans 
, as a Pi not want 
it be not an Original, when ir is very like one. 
All that erideayour was returned with Intereſt, was an» 
| ſwered with all the Care and Wiſdom in her felf, as one- 
| of our Queens is nor faid to have had leſs skilt, becauſe 
I'' her Council had ſo much, in the Art of Government, and. 
ſhe in following the Meafares of their Wiſdom ſhewed hey 
own. There is not leſs value for a Building, becauſe ir 
was the Work of Labour and Arr, when a goodiy Frame 
at laft is raiſed, to deferve all rhe coſt. Indeed 
a Receiving, but then there was a frunfut Improving 
what was received, as the Servant had no abatements ro. 
[| Mat. 25, his reward, when five Talenrs were delivered to him and 
—_. —_— _ oy 
| That My in every Capacity, 
Prov. 12, WAS like det Pow.s 2, 4 Orown to her Finsbynd,the an 4 one: 
4- of the Beſt Wives, and fo of rhe Beſt Women, for the 
worth of thar Sex is never placed in a better Lighr, never: 
is more diſplayed, nor is more glorious ther in Marriage :- 
Piery and Prudenee, agreeable Diſpoſtion and Experience 
qualify any one for rhe filling that Sphere to great advan- 
rage; She had rhe three firſt in high degree, and, as for.. 
the laſt, her Mind was ſo large and comprehenſive in its- 
gut-pofngs, as to take in all rhat at a ſmgle View, which. 
others reach only: by the careful rd} and the repeated ef- 
forts of long Experience The being a good Wife was as 
cafie ro her, as it was delightful ro him who had the ad» 
of her being ſuch, it had no labour norforce, no- 
ſtudy hor affectation, for Love of every ſort was Natural 
to her, firft Divine, and then cach orher of the Nobleſt 
kind. She was as good in that Relation as the two great 
things, Religion and AﬀeRion could make her, and ſuch, 
ſhe covered to be fo much rather, becauſe ſhe had read 
good Wives, as varah,&c. praiſed in Scripturg, and ſhe 
was 


here Was. 
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was reſolved to add ancther to the awnader, and to be, in 


/ I Pet.3.6.” 


te. Peter's phraſe, « Devghver of Sareh, | 
She ſpoke notevitoferhers, becauſe ſhe was apr tofuppoſe 

them as I nada woes 4 

the thought her evi y__y not make 

{ nor her felf the berrer:; her deſires could have pre> 
vaited, there ſhould have been no ſuch thing as Wicked- 


nelF in the World : Bur ſeeing: there would be fuck a** 


Thing, and that over-grown Monſter would live in ſpire 


of Vireue; and in defiance to it, whagever ſhe wiſh'sd, and 


wharever ſhe was, . repeove the would, bur ſhe would-not 
cenſure, not miſpend or carry off any part of that Zeal 


in 2 fruitleſs Chaſe and falle Purſuit of the Pevſons, which 
ſhould' have been directed all againſt the Vices. She was - 


$i i_ that rhe Stranger ſo de» 
formed. be very diſagreeable ro her, when « came 
into her , and it came withour asking-her leave, 
who would not cafily have granted it : She faw-ir fo: feb 
domart home, ſhe could not be reconciled to ir abroad, the 


H-look'd as well as unufual Figure muſt Surprize and. 


Fright her when ſhe was foreed ro fee it. 


She paid a moſt higly Regard, as io all Holy: chings; 


fo ro Holy times, and-her Charity was contentediro wan- 
der only thar others ſeemed not. to do-fo, the rcjoyeed in 
the approach of the Lord's-Day, becauſe God's Werſhip 


was the whole Bufinels of it, which ſhe wiſl/d ro be the. 


only Bnfineſs of cvery other day : She rejoyced at the re» 
ruen of char Feaſt, whick the remembrance of rhe Creati» 


on has a part in, as in the Creation it (elf, The Morning 7% 38 7: 


Stars ſang together, and all the Sons of God ſhout: far joy. 
She fir | Ny. wr to make Viſies, nor coverto recejiverhenm 
on that Day, and ſhe who was obliging ro:all ſeemed on- 
ly in this refpet lefs kind ro-her Friends, that chey muſt 
hve one Day in the Week withoue her Company, with- 


outit any where but m the Place of Religious Communion: | 


She would thus teach Religion, by the gentle conveyance. 
of 


- 
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of aſilent Inſinuation,. or as ſome do , by Pra- 
ice, and in this as well as every other ſhe would 
do to others as ſhe wonld have them do to her, There 
was all the Diligeace in Worſhip, but no Rigour, none 
was in that, as none in any thing, -it had been a 
Penance and mortifying Hardſhip only to have forborn. ic, * 
and-not to have deny'd her (elf any thing for that had 
been the only Self-denial : Her reſorting to Publick as 
well as her retiring to Private Worſhip was not as to a 
Task, bur a Diverſion, and it was at the ſame time to do 
right ro her Maker in che Homage, and to her ſelf in the 
Satisfaction. 
She had not only ajuſt and a cool Eſteem, bur a 
for Goodneſs in all Perlons but one,andall chcWorld beſides 
had as great aregard for it in that one. She was too buſic 
in advancing the perfetions of others, to be ar leiſure for 
the conſidering her own, as ſome behold ſo much the de- 
eas of others, that they forget thoſe in themſelves. Her 
own Accompliſhments ſhe made leſs, and ſo little, char 
ſhe ſcarce could ſee them, as ſomerimes the Obje is ſo 
near, that therefore it is not ſeen; thoſe of others ſhe 
made 'preater, Firſt, by her generous Charity, in her high 
Opinion of them, and then by her Zeal in all che me- 
thods of. Advice and Improvement. Her Charity did 
not begin at home, and it was fo much abroad, and went 
out fo far, that ir ſcarce knew its way home, or ever 
came back again, Her worth was icen as a Jcwel in the 
dark-; and like other darkneſs, that which the ſought 
made the thing more awful, as the &a/tern Princes raiſe 
a Veneration _ chemlelycs, a, the TRongen of their 
Subjeats, by the not appearing often in their view. 
Every on a. like maſſy Gold, of the moſt 
Firm and Solid, as well as the molt Bright and Glorious 
Subſtance; and ſo the Queen is ſaid to ſtand on the King's 
right hand in Gold of Ophir, Pſal. 45. 9. Vanity ſccmed 
xo be ſomething which could not come near, much leſs en- 
ter 
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ter into, or hays any room in her Breaſt, for this was fil- 
led already with the noblcſt Itnages, with ſuch as that 
could not furniſh our in its wandring about the World, 
nor upon its return bring in with it. She could not dwell 
upon Shadows, bur in a. free unbounded courſe mult go 
on to Subſtances; ſhe could not live upon Appearances, 
but would be ſatisfied _— things themſclyes, and 
theſe choſen roo with. the beſt skill, and the beſt of theſe. 
Her Mind was too ſteady to be deceived by Words, in 
her judgment. upon this preſent State, as ſhe was too ſin- 
cere to. deceive or impoſe on Perſons ; and it was not, 
like the little Underſtandings, to be abuſed with Names. 
She was not to be laid aſleep, like Children, with Sounds, 
nor to de pine with Trifles,. and things gay and worth» 
leſs, as they are, and are appealed by them, when un- 
quiet; Her Mind was unquiet with. chem, only then, if 
ever, reſtleſs. . 

Her Nature almoſt fixed her im her being good, as that 
of a Star determines it to ſhine, and {o ſhe would endea- 
your to foreſtall. the Srate ſhe now: poſſeſſes, rhat of Glo- 
rify'd Spirits, who. ( though once Angels fell ) are at the 
fame time Holy by a Choice, and almoſt by a Neceſlity, 
the Choice molt Joyful, and the Neceſſicy a molt happy 
one. When the Hiſtorian ſpeaks of his Rowan, whom 
he ſcems to be tranſported with the thought of, and would. 
have others to be tranſported too, whom he would ſer up 
for a Pattern of Honour and Probity, and deſcribe for a 
Maſter-piece of all rhe worthicſt nd che greateſt chings, 
he tells us that he was good, as for many other Reaſons, 
{o for this, that he could not be otherwiſe : And fo the 
Original Conſtirution of her Soul was good, and then 
every thing afterwards muſt be ſuch, as when thar of the 
Body is ſound,every thing mult be healthful. Her-Soul was 
none of thoſe in F/ato's Philoſophy, which had offended 
ina former. State, but it was one of them which reſolve to 


offend as lirtleas may be inthis. The Bow was always 


bene 
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"bent, in Religions things, bur never {o as to break, and 
- the Arrows that wenr our from it ſeldom failed ro. reach 


\ one have covered. for a time a mean Appearance, that 


rheir Mark, the Glory of Him who intended and quali- 
fied her for rhe oting of it. So 
With all her Qui of Apprehenſion, and all her 
Tenderaefs of Impreſſions as to other chings, the ſeemed 
very inſenſible ro Splendour and Shew, to Greatneſs and 
Plcafure.; Splendour was fo far from dazling her Eyes, 


"that ſhe ſcarce law it, or took notice of it, and roo Great 
thewas ih het Mind, to vatue the being Great imCondi- 
'rion.. Wheti others ſcotn things below thein, ſhe placed 


her diſdain upon the bigheſt things, and ſcorned nothi 
upon Earth bur that part of 'it which others are ſo mu 
mm love with. The World which is ſaid to have been 


.” made forall Mankind Teemed to be ſomething got made 


for her, and therefore only not for her, becaule when ſhe 


deſerved the belt things ir had co give, ſhe at the ſame 


rimme aſpired © better things then ſhe here could find. She 
lived in a Region far above the Pleaſures of the World, 
to far to be touched by them, or affeQed by any influ- 
ence from them, they did nor mave her but when ſhe aw 
ethers roo much moved, too eager admirers of them? Or 
ſhe only look'd upon them, as SpeRators do onlc i 

which appears extraordinary, they ſtand by unconcerne 
themſetyes, and bear no part in the Show. Her Humility 
all who faw her could not chuſe but know, and all who 
knew could not chuſe but admire. And would not any 


he might give the occaſion for the exerciſe of her greater 
Humility, ,and might have the SatisfaCtion of irs bei 
cxerciled uponhhimielf> Would not any onc almoſt be the 
the loweft Perſon in Condition, when ſhe ſeemed to 
counterfeit the being ſo ia che toweſt Condelcenſion,,who 
affeed or pretended to be nothing clic ſhe was not 2 All 
the whilc her Greatneſs was ſeen through her Humilicy, 
and th: had new advantage from rhe Diſgviſe it (elf, uy 
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ſhe could have wanted any, as the Roman who refuſed 
the Statue had much more honour then thoſe who ac- 
cepred it. It was faid of ſome Emperors, that they would 
then only have deſerved the Empire, if they had never 

els'd it, fo much better they were befare then after- 
wards : If ſhe had never been great, ſhe would have de- 
ſerved to be ſo. upon a better Reaſon, becauſe ſhe once 
was great to very good purpole, and the after-a&t was 
ſo far from debaſing, that it enhanced the Merit, 

She ruled her Family, as Deborah governed [arl, and 
with a Juſtice and a Wiſdom like to hers. Was ſhe not 
truly a Siſter to the Virtuous Woman, of whom Solomon 


faid, Who can find her > We may ſay, we have found her ; v.31. 


I 4 


and we hope we may not ſay, we have loſt her again, '!, 
whea there are ſo many like her ; ſome by whoſe exam- * 
ple ſhe was made ſo good, and others made ſuch by her 
own. Her price was far above rubies, ſhe was like the Mer- 
chants ſhips ( chat are laden with Treaſure) ſbe looked well 

to the ways of her Fouſhold, and O that ſhe had reach'd the 
larter Parc of rhe Deſcription, as ſhe went beyond it-in the 
other Parts, that her Children had riſen up, and (as every 
one beſides always did ) had call her Heſſed ! 

Her praying had an influence of Piety on thoſe who 
knew ir, and another of advantage on thoſe who knew it 
not, that is, all Mankind, ſhe prayed for all; they felr 
the Virtue, as we often do from good Angels, without 
being inſtructed from whence ir came : And thus, as in 
other reſpes, ſhe loved to ſurpriſe the World, to do 
good, without being named or declared ro doit, We may 
{till hope for continued and new advantages from her for- 
mer Devotions, from thoſe on Earth, though we expect 
not any known and particular and expreſs Benefit from 
thoſe in Heaven ; as many hundred years after the Dearh 
of Abraham, Tſaac, and Jacob, and of David, God for 
their ſakes was kind to /ſracl, He loved, and He forgave. 
When ſhe was nor ſeen by —_ ſhe was uſeful ro them 
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in her Prayers ; when they faw her, ſhe was fo in her 
aQions; for would not = hs chufe ro put on the Garb 
which they ſaw ſhe wore, and which qr_et ſo grace- 
ful upon her, and ſo ſhe would turn the Virtue into a 
Faſhion They had often mer with Temprations to Evil, 
and too often gone along with them when they met them : 
Bur now the alluremenr and rhe inviting part is placed 
on the better ſide, becauſe they had this new Argument 
for their being good, that, till rhey were 1o, they were 
not fitted for her Company, which was as well a Delight 
as an Honour to thoſe the gave it to, and was as much 
their [ntereſt ro cover, as it would be cheir Pleafure to en- 
joy. Every —_ bur Vice had the beſt trearment from 
her, and Vice had the beſt which Virtue could allow ir, 
which her Zeal for Reformation could give it, and which. 
her Prudence could think neceſſary for her ro pay, and. 
for that to receive. It was always a Force upon hex,not to 
appear obliging; It was another,to be ſo to any thing which' 
was not Innocent and like her ſelf, unleſs when the had 
that delight, which was to her a great one, the Oppor» 
runity and the Hope of making it what it was not; and 
then this latter Force was le(s then the other, becauſe: 
here the Good was greater then the Evil, the Delight 
he was careſſed with, then the V iolence which ſhe ſuffered. 

All-her Merit, as deſcribed before, and all her Condudt 
1m her Family,and every where, could be unknown tofew, 
but were more within the Knowledge of, and had a juſt 
Yalue from the Maſter of that Family,as the Heavenly Bo- 
dies have an influence upon thoſe on Earth ar the greateſt 
Diſtance ; bur only they who live nearer to the Heat have 
the more liar effets in Fruits and Jewels, and all rhe 
Glorics of Wealth and Pleaſure, Her Lord was rcady to 
reſign ro her the Government of the Houle, nor only as 
the Afriay King did that of his People to his Queen, for 
hoes ays, mw be ; Jo pdy + ag of on Governmear 
wouk arged his {atisfaction in reſigning it, if ic 
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COuid have been as long as it would have been Wiſe and 
Good. He faw with are the ſeveral Wheels of his 
Afﬀairs going round ia their true, and calm, and regular 
Motion, wirh fo much more pleafure, becauſe he ſaw 
the goodly Hand which touched rhoſe Wheels and moyed 
them. The Heart of her Hnsband, ſays Solomon, does [ef 


truſt in her; His Heart not only had a Reliance p 
upon her prudent Fairhfulnefs, bur irs paſſions of che ber» 
cer ſorr alt her Perfe&tions : Theſe were by him daily 


ſeen, and nor made cheap upon their being fo, nor con- 
remn'd becanfe familiar ; in the value for them could 
nor be the lefs, when new creafares daily were diſcovered. 
Bur I muſt not to draw all thoſe kinder motions 
of Soul,and all rhe fofterInclinartions of rwo anited Minds, 
if they may be called two, in the Conjugat Stare; cherice 
happy they who have chem, few ſo happy as ro be capa- 
ble of repreſenting them :. They want Language theme 
(elves for thoſe Patltons, however their own, and the re- 
pining Lovers complain of the- Narrownefs of Expreſfton, 
and they have only this Relief, char their Thoughts arc 
almoſt underftood by one anorher, and Words are fup- 
plied by Thoughts: Others chen may well be conrenred 
co want Expreſſion, and to be filent, ro have the Plea» 
(ure of beholding what they have not the Faculry- of de- 
{cribing. 

AKing of Judah was toſet his houſe in order, but then he 
had ſickneſs, and he had a Propher ro givg him warning, 
Thus ſaith the Lord, thou 
any warning, bur what ſhe had always in her Mind, the 
had Jet her houſe in order, all things to that time were ad- 
juſted, and ſorry we are, the Parallel berween rliis King 
and her cannot be advanced fo far, thar years ſhould be 


added to her Life, as' there were ro his ; andcliere woutd? 


liave been the Prayers and Tears of others for the Enlarge: 
ment of her. time, a» there were his for the Renewing of his 


own. 
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Prov. 31. gud her of the Frui: of her hands th3 


I have now done'the thing, which ſhe did her (elf much 
better, who had the beſt way of _ every thing, 7 have 
her own works praiſed 

r in the gates, not only in thoſe of her own Houle, = in 
the Gates of the Court and of the City. I would not con- 
ſider Beauty; to do ſo might ſeem a Diſtruſt, as if I had 
not enough to fill up the CharaQter without it ; where it 
is conſidered, it ſcarce fills up there, it may be thrown 
in, and yet make no addition, Beauty in one Scx, like 
Wealth in the other, may be a Convenience, but is no 
PerfeQion, it is far from being that Perfetion which my 
Text propoles to us. I would not here name it otherwile 
then as it ſhewed us what there was within, or as that 
ſeemed to be a graceful Curtain drawn before it ; Thus 
was the King's Daughter all glorious within, and her clothing 
to?, her outfide was of wrought gold. So much the lels 
would I ſpeak of Beauty, becauſe it gives us too moving 
a Remembrance of her Body, and the Frailty of it, we 
would forget her Frailty, and remember only our own : 
I have all this time repreſented her Mind alone, and the 
Deſcribing of that entertains us with a chearful Scene, for 
that is an immortal Parr, and now it lives more then e- 
ver. The Picture is languid and pale, the Strokes are 
Weak, and the Colours faint ; this Likeneſs of her Soul 
roo much reſembles the preſent Condition of her Body : 
Or rather it is not fo much like her, as ſomething like a 
Picture of her, and we may have Comfort, if not Plea- 
ſure, when we*caſt our Eye upon it ; as ſome who have 
been curious to trace up things to their firſt beginnings 
and original Reaſons, affirm, that Painting was invented 


"xo deceive the Grief and the kind Deſires of Men, to re- 


ſtore Friends and Heroes to us after Death, that they who 
excelled in- Virtue and reigned in the AﬀeRions of Man- 
kind, 'by a delightful Miſtake, may ſeem to be alive, and 
we to behold them. 

She who is ſo much in our Thoughts, and ſo much de. 
{ervez 
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ſerves to be in one of the beſt places there , appear- 
ed ( whether ſhe would orno) highly Good in her Life 
bur ſtill-more did ſhe appear ſo at her Dearth, in her Pa- 
pers left behind her, as the Riches of ſome wealchy Men 
are diſcovered, when they dye, to be ſo much greater 
than we did imagine. But alas! how dear bought was 
this our Knowledge! We could haye been contented to 
have known no more of her Picty than what we ſaw in 
her Life, when that Piety was ſo great, and that Life 
ſo valuable. Was there need of her Death, like that of 
a Martyr, for the propagating of Religion, as once the 
Blood of the beſt Chriſtians was the ſeed of the Church 2 
Was the to bequeath her Piety to others in Writing, and 
as it were by Will > Theſe Papers, (like thoſe of a late No- 
ble Lady, and direted, asa Letter from the other World, 
to her Lord,) were far more valuable than ſuch as are of- 
ren lefe by the Learned, to amule the World afterwards 
with Poſth+m2us Books. The reading of the Pſalms, and 
other parts of Scripture, which was the daily Exerciſe 
of Primitive Saints, was to her a daily Duty, and the 

rforming of this Duty was the laſt compoſed Action of 
ber Life, as Religion was the firſt thing and the laſt in 
her Thoughts : And ſo ſhe went forth from her Cloſer, as. 
a Grear General goes out from his Tent to Fight, ſhe wenr 
forth to begin her encounter with Death, when ſhe fir(t 
had raken not only St. Paul's Shield of Faith, and Helmet 
of Sa/vation, but his Sword of the Spirit, which is the word 
of God. How ſuitable were the Pſalms for this Day, for 
this her Great Day of Tryal! As at the time of the Death 
of King Charles the Firſt, che Second Leſſon for the Morn- 
ing Service was an Hiſtory of the Crucifyiog of Chriſt, 
and read before the King; he ask'd the Biſhop, who at- 
tended him in his laſt Hours, whether he had choſen thac 
roo ſuitable Leſſon for that roo ſad occaſion ; the Biſhop 
anſwered, It was no choice, but the Day of the Moneth, 
and the Order of the Liturgy had preſented it. Another 
Excellent 
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Exceltenr Perſon, and nor tefs fo for being nearly related 
ro that goed Prince,whofe Picty was as great as his Misfor- 
ranes, heard the laft Sermon upon tharTexr, #5. r2. r. 
Pherdfore freeing we alſo are compaſſed «b- ut with fo great « 
Clond of Witneſſes, &c. That is, 'o {uch, whom, as in the 
Chaprer before, The world nas not worthy of, and who all 
ted in Faith, and confeſſed that they were ſtrangers and pil- 
gims on the Eirth, The Firft Pſahm of the other fatal 
Day we (peak of, the 139th,. begins with a lively Ac- 
knowledgmenr of that which Governed her, that which 
ſhe feemed to think of atways in her Aftions, God's 
Preſence in place; and His Knowledge of 

thing; O Lo &, thou haſt ſ:arched mr, and known me, Thou 
tn weſt my down-fitting, th» underſtandeſt my Thou: hts afar 
off, 't how compaſſeſt my path, and my lying down, and art ac- 
quainted with all my ways. In the fame Pſalzr there is af 
cerwards a praifing of God for our Birth, as every one 
befides her felf had cauſe ro praiſe God for hers ; 7 wil 
praife thee, for 1 am fea: fully and wonderfully made, My ſub- 
ſtance was not hid from thee, when I was mad: in ſecret, and 
ewrionſly wro-ghe in the loweſt parts-of the carth : And then 
alas, her Snbſtance thus curiouſly formed was ſoon to 
be-diffolved. In the next ſa/m,the 140th. ſhe read'theſe 
words and her condition made them her own, 0 Godthe 
Lord, thr ftrer grh f my Salvation, thou baft cov red myhead 
in th: day of battle; That was indeed.ro her the Day of 
Battle: And, Swre'y th: 15: htco x ſhall give thanks to thy 
N.me, ant the up iz:t ſhall dwell in thy ;r-f:nce; Then was 
the ready ro go into, and dwell: in the: Prefence of God, 
and to ve char new occaſion of giving Thanks unto his 
Name: In the other. Pſalmr, the 141 it. ſhe found ſome- 
thing very gratcfal,' becauſe very agreeable ro her own 
cager Devotion. £ rd'[ cry unto th e, mike haſte nn o me, 
then would' there be need for her crying, and for God's 
making haſte to- her, Giv: ear at» my Toice wh.n [ cr» 
wn o her, tet my prayer be ſ-t forth bef re the: — 
| an 
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and the lifting up of my Hands as the Evening Satrifice 1 She 
never failed to offer thar Incenſe, and that Sacrifice too, 
not” only the Evening, but the Morning one. Had the 
indeed offered fo much, that ſhe ar laſt had nothing lefe 
to offer, but her ſelf, and ſo ſhe became her {elf a Sacri- 
ficez- An Evening Sacrifice, for then was the Night co-- 
ming upon her, which no man can work, | Her Prayer- 
was truly Incenſe, for never was any thing more fweer, 
it was made up of the Brearhings of her Soul, never had 
any thing more Sovereign and Refreſhing Smell ; Warm 
it was, like that burning art the Altars, and as Incenſe, ir 
was diffuſive, and ſpread ali around her, in the Virtue 
of ir, this ( as the other things ſhe did ) was'an ogour «of 


4 . ſweet ſmeil, a ſacrifice acceptable, well pleefing to God, In Pl. + 


the ſame Pſalm, ſays David afterwards, Our bunes he fear- '* 
tercd at the Graves mouth, but mine eyes are unto thee, O Ghd 
the Lord, in thee is my truſt, leave not my Soul deſtitute: 
She was concerned for her Soul, her 4 which every 
one elſe rhought worthy of Care , had lnrle from her, 
and when it was at the Graves Mourh, ſhe would ſcarce 
have open'd her own, for its deliverance, if ſhe were to 
haye conſidered, as fhe feldom did, her {elf atone. The- 
Leſſon ſhe read' was 1 7hefſ. 4: which thus begins, Fur- 
thermore then w* beſeech you, brethren, and exhort you by the - 
Lord Feſus, that as yeu hate received of ts, how you onght 
zo walk, and to perfe Ged, ſs you would abound more and mere: - 
v. x. She had walked, and had pleaſed God, and fhe-- 
had abounded more and more, but the was not to do (o-. 
any longer here, ſhe was to make her advances in higher 
Degrees, and with more caſe and ſecurity, in the ſtate of. 
abundance and infinite PerfeQion. The latter part of the 
Chapter ſpeaks of Death,. and of Sorrow for it 3 And. 
was ſhe tod-partin peace, upon the reading of rhat Word, 
as Simecn did upon the fulfilling of another > The Hra- 
then coveted Death, when he had read. Plato's Bock of - 
the, Immortality of the Seu! ; and {o.did the ſfferiog = | 
13,.. 
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ſtians, the Noble Army of Martyrs, when they had heard 
God ſpeaking to them from the Scriptures, as in aatienr 
Hiſtory, the Soldiers are ſaid ro do upon the encouraging 
Orations of their Leaders; They dyed upon the ſtrength 


of God's Word, asthey before had acted by the directi- 
ons of it, and therefore the demanding of their Bible was 


to. them the worlt ſort of perſecution, as the delivering 
of it was a worie degree of Apoſtacy, they were ready 
roſurrender their negleted Lives, but never would reſign 
their Sacred Books. The aboveſaid Chapter goes on thus, 
But I wou'd not have you to be ignorant brethren,concerning them 
wy pre on eores not,evcn asothers who have no hope. 

She had all the hope for her ſelf, ſhould then others 
grieve as if they had none 2 For if we believe that Feſus 
died, and roſe again for us, even ſo them alſo who ſleep in Je- 
ſus will God bring with him, v. 14. And v. 18. Wherefore 
comfort one anather with theſe words. Thele were the laſt 
werds ſhe read in her beloved Book, that of Scripture, 
and they were, you hear, words of Comfort, but they 
were directed. to others, ſhe had leſs need of comfort her 
ſelf rhen others, and we are to comfort one another with 
theſe words, 1 would not imagine that, as ſome have 
thought upon the opening of a Page in ZZ mer and YVir- 
gil, there were any preſages Divine and Extraordinary in 
the thing; but there may be intimations of comfort in the 
Accident, and fo however there was only Chance, it was 
at leaſt a good one. 

Thus her End was Peace; Its being fo, is the Third 
thing to be conſidercd. | 

It was this Peace which ſpoke thoſe Words, Noth ws 
has frighted me, nothing troutles me, I truſt in God, I do, 1 
de, and theſe words ſpoke again and declared this Peace ; 
the gracious words which proceeded ont of her mouth, and very 
few afterwards proceeded out of it, which yet could not 
x a too many, nor could we be roo much hearers of 
[4 | | 


. Her 
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Her End muſt be Peace, when every thing before was 
ſo, her Life was Peace with her ſelf, in the Innocence 
and Calmneſs of her Mind, with God, in the Purity and 
Sinceriry of her Actions, with Mankind, in all the love- 
ly Mecknels of her Behaviour. Peace muſt be the End, 
where living as She lived was the Buſineſs. So Prudenc 
ſhe was in the Management of. che Things of this World, 
that ſhe had therefore a new Ticle to the Bliſs of another, 
as he who ſhews all the Condut in a Lower Office de- 
ſerves the Advancement to ' an Higher one. So He who ,,,, 5 
was faithful in that which i leaſt was to be faithful alſo in 10, 11. 
much, and the true Riches were committed only to his ruſt, 
who had been faithful in the unrighteous Mammon. And, 

Mat.25. The mighty Lord of the Family profeſs'd to him 
who had improved the fewer Talents by the Skill and the 
Induſtry of the Ule, Well done, thou good and faithful Ser- 
vant, thou haſt been faithful over few things, 1 will make © © 
thee ruler over many things, enter thou into the Joy of thy I ord. 
That the Perfect and Upright Perſon for whom we mourn, | 
for whom we cannot indecd do otherwiſe, ſhould keep X | 
Accounts ſo even and ſtrict with Men, was in her a Parc | 
of Religion as well as of Wiſdom; at the ſame time a | 
lower Reſemblance and a true Eifect of her keeping all | 
things even and ſtrict wich God in the Impartial Account | 
of her daily Actions: To be Juſt was but a mean Thing | 
to her, whom» Sweerneſs of Soul joyned to the Tender- | 
nels of Religion diſpoſed ſo much to be Charitable ; and 
how much in her the Beſt Princip!es of Nature and the 
Higheſt of Religion prevailed, her Chariry was an Evi- 
dence, and the Poor are Witneſſes, Her wiſe Governs 
ment of her Family prepared her for that Heaven, where 
all things are.done in Qrder, and according ro the Me- 
thods of true Reaſon and ſteady |udgment, and her Go- 
vernment of her (elf within (that of rheMildeſt Spirit) pre- 
pared her for the Place above, the Seat of Love and Mu- 
ſick, Her ſo Pious keeping of = Day, which at this time 
we 
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we keep, for the enjoying of the Reft which: remains to:the - 
ptople of God, and for the Cele ing of the Sabbath which 
ſhe has now begun, and which ſhall: never end. Her be» 
ing Innocent, Unſpotted and. Whire, made-her fit ro con»: 
Rev.7. 9 verſe with the Elders who are cloathed.in; white: Robes:, with: 


pO X 
before the. Thr one of Gad, 
As no Prieſt can. - 


Quire with them, who are 
and ſerwe him day and nightin his Temple. 
be:more dedicated to God by his Order, then ſhe was by 
her Inclination, fo her: daily reading--of- one pazr of the 
Office of the Church, and being thus a Prieſt ro her ſ(elf*: 
Rev. 5. & recommended her to a Place with them, who feng a nem 


94.1% Song, ſaying, Thou haſt made us to our God. Kings and Prieſts, 
and they have every one of them Harps, and gotcen Vials: full*/ 
of Odours, which are the Prayers of the Saints I might thus 
go on, and. at the ſame time ſhew, what her: Actions: . 
were, and. what in a natural Courſe rhey rended to, and 

»/5.8, tharwas Heaven, and ſo, in Dwvid's Phraſe, Her-way.this 
thee wa.made ſtrait before her face : This. attempt may. 
well be a Part of my Undertaking, becauſe I cannor think 
of a Perſon eminently righteous, when Dead, bue-L muſt . 
in. that inſtant think of Heaven, as when | rememberone 
that is.abſent, whom: 1 have great regard for, I cannot: 
but thiak of the-Place which has the-Preſcnce thar 1 wane 
and ſigh for: Indeed Heaven was to. be: the end. of her- 
Actions, which was. the Object of her Thoughts, for - 
Adtions rile from: Thoughts, and then muſt have a like» 
nels to them; as waters have to the Fountain fromrwhence:.. 
they flow, and: how .good. muſt her Actions be,. which 
flowed from ſuch Thoughts as. thoſe of her Mind always 
were. She was notto have the Pleaſure okKnowing, before 
that ſhe was-todie,iv was enough to have that of cnjoying. | 
afterwards what ſhould follow Death; She muſt nor be 

the-Pleaſure, that.others might not have the trouble, the-.: 

| leagrhencd... 
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with Death, then as we often are wich ſomething Joyful 
.and Great, which is not leſs welcome, becauſe leſs ex- 
peed. She was not to leave a Child behind her, io picy 


other occaſions might-not 
'have this to bleed anew in our wounds, to remember the 
Firſt Self. inthe Second; There was leſs need of any Child 
from her, who: has left Pledges of her {elf yer more No- 
ble, a whole race of multiplied Virtues, and there was 
more glory to her, that in thisas in other reſpeRts ſhe 
might be now more like the Angels of God in Heaven (where 
:ſhe is) who have no Off- ſpring, and arc Immorcal in them- 
felves without the help of Children ro make them (o. 
The Writer of the Book of Wiſdow (peaks of a Woman 


to us, that we who had {o 


Mat. 22. 
39. 


Righteous and Childleſs, She Jhall have freit in the Viſita- Wiſ3.13, 


-fion of Souls, -and of ſuch a Man, To him ſhall be given the 
ſpecial Gift of Faith, and an Inheritance in the Temple of the 
Lord more acceptable to his Mind, for glorious is the Froit of 
good labours, and the Root of Wiſdom ſhall never fall away. 
Better it is to have no Children, and to have Virtue, for ' 
amemorial thereof .is immortal, becauſe it is known with God 
and with Men; when it is preſent, men take example from it, 
and when it is gone they defire it, it wearcth a Crown, and tr 
umpheth for cover, having gotten the wittory, ſlriving for un- 
defiled rewards. 

The privatc Peace, which was at all times withia her 
Breaſt, was lately ſo much more, becauſe there was a Pub» 
lick one; that ſhe at her Death, as the Angels ar Chriſt's 
Birth, ſhe art her going up to Heaven, as they at their 
coming down from thence, might praiſe God, and ſay, Glory 
#0 Ged in the Higheſt, and in Earth Peace, Good will towards 
meu. But was the to be offcred upon the return from 
War, as the Daughter of Jephthah was, the mighty Man 
4 walour, who had declared, Whatſorver cometh forth of 
D 2 the 
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the Doors of my houſe to meet me, when 1 return in Peace from 
the Children f Ammon, ſhall ſarely be the Lords ? She offered 
her ſelf roGod,when Living; muſt ſhe, whenDying,be made 
an Offering too, like the Lambs and Turtles under the 
Law 2 The Daughter of Fephthah had two Months allowed her 
to bewail her fate upon the Mountains,there were nottwo Days 
here : The D:nghters of Iſrael went yearly to lament the Daughters 
of Fephthah four days in a Tear ; the Daughters and the Sons 
of Iſrael lament in the caſe before us, and not four days 
only, not in an Yearly, but a Daily courſe of Mourning. 

And now perhaps my Hearers will ſay, With all 
thoſe Perfetions, wherein you have pronounced her 
Perfect and Upright, there was one thing roo Imper- 
fet, that was her Life, that roo ſhort; Young ſhe 
was, and Young ſhe died, alas as Young as Good 
Eighteen Years and Eighteen Days; How narrow a Space 
for ſomething of ſo Great a Compals to be contracted, 
bound up, and reſtrained to! This ſhould be no more a 
grieveous thing, then it is, that any one ſhould run a 
Race in a little time, and win the Prize, when the very 
running in leſs time does win it ; So run that you may ob» 
tain, and then you may be concerned no farther, not for 
your ſelves, not for others. She was the more a Won- 
der, that ſhe thus ſoon ſhould become thus Excel- 
lent, and ſuch Excellence was a particular Mark of 
God's Favour, as it was the peculiar Gift thereof : She 
mult receive it from Him alone, when there was nor the 
uſual courſe of Time and long method of Diſcipline for 
the attainment of it, as Miracles are not wrought by 
flow, by natural and common ways. Therefore you 
read, Wiſdom 4 Theugh the righteous be prevented with Death; 
yet ſhall he be in r:ſt, for Honourable Age « not that which 
ſtanarth in length of Time, nor that is meaſured by number of 
Tears, but Wiſdom is the Gray Hair unto Men, and unſpotted 
Life is Old Age, ( And then how Old was ſhe, of whole 
ſhort Life we ſo much complain ! ) Tea ſpeedily mas Exch 
faken 
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taken away, leſt wickedneſs ſhould alter bis und:rſtanding, and 


dece t beewil: h's Soul, He being made perfetF in a (hort 
tim-,fulfiled a long time,Th:s the people ſaw,and underſtoodit not, 
neither lid they up this in their Minds, That God's Grace and 
Mercy is with His Saints, and th-t he hath reſpec# to His choſen. 
Thus the rightcous who is dead ſhall condemn the ungod'y who 
are livinz, and youth which i ſoon perfetted, the many years 
and old age of the unriz hteous ; for they ſhall ſe the end of the 
wiſe, and ſha! not underſtand whit God in his Counſel hath 
decreed for bim, and to what end the Lord hath ſet him in ſafes 


A muy 


ty. And Ecclus. 41. Fer not the ſentence of death, remens- Ecclur 4 


ber them who h:wve been before thee, and who come after, for 
this i the Sentence of the Lord over all fleſh, And why art 
tho aga nſt the "0 of th: moſt Hi:hy for there is no in- 
_— in th: grave, whether thou haſt lived t n, or an 


wndrcd, or 4 thouſand years. Indeed the hoary h-ad is 4, 
crown of glory, if it be f.und in the vay of Righteouſneſs, 


Prov. 15. Bur Righteouſneſs at any time is a Crown of 
Glory, it is to the head which is not hoary, ſo much 
more to this, when the Righteouſneſs has not, like that 
of Old Age, the fins of Youth to deface it, not the ne- 
cellitics of approaching Death to leſſen it, and has only 
the Graces and Charms of Virtue to recommend it, not 
the Experiments and Evils of Vice to force it. Here 
was a Bloom of Age, but then here was aRipeneſs of 
the two beſt Fruits which grew in the Garden of Exey, and 
now in the Wilderneſs of the World, Virtue and Wiſdom, 
as in ſome hotter Countrics a Bloſſom is ſeen upon one 
part of the Tree, and ripe Fruit upon theother. And fo 


3, 4- 


31. 


in this Sence roo, {ſaiah's Prophecy is fulfilled, 7he Child is. 6; 


ſhall dye an hundred y:ars old; and his Queltionas anſwered, 29. 


Who hath hea"d ſuch a thing, * Who hath ſeen ſuch things ? 1/s. 66. 


Shall the earth be made to bring forth in one day, or jhall *: 


a Nati-n be born at ence> He who in few days made all 
the World, might well in few years make her that which 
He would accept, and He would loyc, and here too, as 
after 
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afrer the Creation, He 'in a pleafing Review, few that 
nbich He bad enade, and behold it was wry good. Gen. x. 12. 
She had all the Grandeur and comely Gravity of the Ro- 
man Matrons, when fhe 'tad the Yoarh of their Daugh- 
ters, her Age we could much rather have defired ro have 


been char of. the Morhers. How beauriful ſhould we have 


thought "Old Age in her, if we could have een it there! 


How charming had wrinkles been in her Face, and each 


deeper Line upon her Cheek had given-us a fairer Pro- 
fpec than the 'moft fruitful Valleys ! We could indeed 
fave wiſht her Life, and when once we had cnter'd 
npon the wiſh, we know not 'when and where we 
ſhould have ceaſed, nor how we conld have diſengaged 
our ſelves again from a Thought ſo enterraining; As 
there 4s a Great Prince near the Empire .of Moſcovy, for 
whom his SubjeRs have ſb high a Veneration, thar they 
are not willing ro believe him Mortal, but pleaſe them- 
{elves with an extravagant Notion, thar he has been the 
fame from many Ages, and will be fo tro many more, 
and rhere ſhall be no other Change upon him, than ſuch 
as follows Thar of the Moon; in the Full Moon, they ſay, 


-he appears an Old Man, in the New againa Young one 


in che Publick Temple, and inthe view of all his Peopte. 
As there was lirtte Time allowed wo her Life, fo you 


.may think, there was too little ro her Dearh. Bur then 
her Dearh, which may 


ſeem furprizing, was no more 
an Evil, rhauthat Change thall be, che ſudden Change 
of thoſe who ſhall be living upon Earth when Chriſt 
comes to Judgment, and who fhall be changed in a moment, 
in th- twinkl 7 of an ty:, at the laſt Tramp t: And, as in 
chart very Chaprer, which was the laft read by her, who 
had read fo many, Th:y who are dfive and remain, ſhall te 
cas ht up in the Clouds to meet the Lord in th: air, and fo 


ſhall they ever be with th: Lord. Nor'is there any Evilſup- 


poſed in being caug4t up thus, and ſnatched away, for 
St..Parl preſently fays, Hh: refore comfort one an1th.r with 
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theſe words, and- he is-willing: himſelf ro be-of the ſane 
mumber, and-in the ſame condition, -he {peaks twice-as 
of himſelf, 7hen:we (as-if he were to be included ) Fe 


nho are alive, &c. There is not orPuniſlimene, bur © 7 


Favour and Blefling in the: Death ofthe Righteous which 
has not long Solemnity, and ſo much Ceremony; as Prin- 
ces oſten come to- tle Honſes of Favourites in a private 
manner, without Pomp- and Trait. So Wiſdom: 4. 14- 
Enoch's Soul pleaſed the Lord, therefore haſted he to take hing- 
away from among the wicked: Love is eager as well ag 
Wrath, and there is a Kindneſs as well as a Fury, which 

haftens, and which does the thing without Delays: and: 


Forms. The Righteous periſheth, and no man layeth it to heart, + hho 


the merciful m:n are taken away, none conſidering that the Righ- 
teas istaken away fromthe evil to come (From the ſnares of 
Life, from the calamities and: from the fins of the World ): 
He ſhallenter into: peace, they ſhall reſt in heir beds, Andcan 
we enter into peace too loon? Does any one think it a mi(-- 
fortune, that, when he is weary, he ſhould haſten to-his-- 
Bed+> The Propher cails our Graves by a Name-ſo yery 
ſoft as that' of Beds; And yot our-Notion- of them is to- 
our-do that Name, they are yer more ſoft than theſe, for” 
a Bed-may have Feayeriſh Nights and: raging Pains, bro-- 
ken Sleeps and unplealfant Dreams, but there will be caſe 
inthe Grave, there will be nothing ro difturb-it. In- 
deed I never read 'the Funerat Service with more paſlion- 
are. reſenements; than over the Tomb; and the Re- 
mains:- of this wonderful Lady; with what Regret: did 
we all leaye them behind- us, ſeeing every thing. be. 
ſides had. left us, and there was- nothing of her upori 
Earth bur theſe, .as rhe Mantle fell from«Elijah; when he 
wenv up ro- Heaven by: the halty conveyance of a whirl- 
wind, and intheglaring pomp-of a flaming Chariot 2 -And 
yet in-the ſame- Service; and at the: ſame'time, we: gave 
God hearty Thanks, becauſe it had pleaſed. Hin» to deli- 
ves.this-our Siſter out of. the:milcries of this: ſinful World; 
the - 
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the ſinfulne(s of it was to her the greateſt of its milcries, 
that ſeemed to her a Diſeaſe, but it was not a contagi» 
ous one, ſhe was not infefted with the Evil, though the 
was diſcompoſcd upon the view. Our complaining isto 
be leſs,that ſhe who was always Honoured,and is now de- 
ſired by all, ſhould dye fo very ſoon, then our Rejoy- 
cing, that once the lived, as when a ucw Star is ſcen,and 
then {cen no more, the Philoſopher does not repine that 
it is no longer viſible, but with all the niceſt pleaſure he 
enquires into the Light and Influence, and Motion, and 
all the Properries of it, which could be obſerved while ir 
it did appear.. 

I want no Warrant from any one for the giving 
all this Praiſe, I ſhould have wanted Pardon from my 
ſelf, if I had not given it, and the only evil, I know, 
is this, that there ſhould be now occaſion, as there was 

Prov. 31. Always realon, forir. Could I have need of a Warrant, 
30. Solomon himſelf has one ready for me, The woman that 
feareth the Lord ſhall be praiſed: And the wiſe Son of Syrach 
has another, when he ſeemsto ſummon all thoſe who have 
any worth of their own, or who love it, and have had 
any advantage by ir in others, to a Conlort of Praiſe; 
__ i Let us now praiſe Famous M:n, The L'1d hath wrought 
"ts great glory by them, through his great power from the beginning, 
Such as gave counſ:l by their und:rſt unding, Were leaders of the 
pope by their Counſels, wiſe and eloquent in th:ir inſtruttions, 
All theſe were honoured in thtir G:n'rations, and were the Glo- 
ry of their Times, They hav: left a Name behind them, that 
their praiſes might be report:a, The people will tell of their wiſe 
dom, and the Conereg :tion will ſh:w forth their praiſ-. Indeed 
we are ſafe in the praiſes we give, and others in choſe they 
hear, withour danger of impoſing on them in the beliey- 
ing, and on our ſelves in the Action, when we do not ; 
as the antient Pancgyriſts, teach rhe Perſons praiſed whar 
they ſhould be, bur others what they are, and what they 
themſelyes ought ro be. The defeRts of him who per- 
forms 
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forms the Office, and in his manner of performing ir, 
ſuppole not any defect in nor bring any diladyantage up- 
on the Perſon for whom ir is periormed, becauſe we arc 
to imagine a greater and more commanding Worth, where 
the Dignity of the Matter does raiſe the loweſt Genius to 
the unequal attempt, and where, to give juſt Praiſe to a- 
nother, a Man will generouſly forfeit his own, as, to pay 
a great Debt to another, we ſometimes leave nothing to 
our (elves. 

Thus died, as you have heard, the Deyout and the 
Good, the Worthy and the Honourable, after a Life full of 
Merit, though not of Tears, a Life which deſerves far grea- 
ter things then you yer have heard. . And how could we 
ſo much as ſay, ſhe is Dead, much leſs bear the painful 
Refieion upon her being io, if there were not an allay to 
the thought of the Evil from this manner of it? Did 1 call 
it an Evil 2 If Death be any, may we ſuppole itto be that 
ſo much leſs, ſince ſhe paſs'd through the Iron Gates and 
all the gloomy Solemnirics of ir, as where-ever ſhe came 
ſhe uſed to leave ſomething of advantage to thoſe who 
ſhould come after her, and every thing was always the 
better for her? To die ſtanding was the: great Roman's 
deſire ; Itwould have been hers to have died rather Kneel- 
ing,not only in her preſenting the laſt of her many Pray- 


ers on' Earth to her God, as Sr. Stephen fell aſleep calling Aﬀts. ». 
pon God, but in the loweſt Submiſſion to the Stroke, as 59: ®* 
her Saviour bowed his head, and gave up the Ghoſt. She died 744.19. 


( if thar be a Thing ſo pleaſant, as to be repeated ) and 3* 
then her Soul went upwards, and took its boundleſs flight, 
not, as that of the Emperor from the Funeral Pile, on the 
Wings of an Eagle, buton thoſe of Angels: And we may 


well imagine, there was joy in Heaven, when ſhe came, Lute 1;, 


though, like the ninety and nine juſt perſons, ſhe had be- 7: 

fore leſs need of repentance. 
May we not pals now from her, who was never before 
an unpleaſant Subjet 2 And yer = muſt ſhe now begin 
ro 
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to be fo 2-Why ſhould the Subjet, when She is named, . 
be Unpleafant now, ſecing the Condition which ſhe is en- 
ſtalled in, is Glorious for ever 2 And then ſhould we ſhed-. 
our rears over her, and not over our felves alone, who 
are not in the ſame bliſsful Stare which ſhe is in, and yer: 
envy it notito her who wiſhes it ro us,to all > ASgourdying | 
Lord declared to the reknting Sex, It Davghters of | Fera- 
ſalem, weep not for me, but. weep for yoar ſelves ; He, from: 
whom the Dead haye all their Bliſs, and from whom a+ 
lone we are to expedt it. That we may be ficred and in 
a:juſt Capacity for it, we will paſs from her to. ous felves.- 
r. Scecing we. arc to Mark and Behold her as Pcerfet 
and Upright, I would by the pleaſing View of this Beau- 
tifal Pattern raife a Spirit of Piery in others who wax it, . 
and raife it higher in thoſe who have « ; And ſeeing Life, 
in the Beſt, is a thing fo uncertain and fo ſhort, I would: 
have thar glorious hope of moving thoſe who arc not good 
w wot er - ways ann pk 
arc to with what arg. 
ſuch, in their having longer rime foralitthe molt enlarged 
improvements. The Lamp which the Phi uſed 
in his Studies, the cficts whereof had been ſo great in his. 
Writings, was purchafed, after his Death, at the higheſt 
price : -But now there is the ſame Light for others, with- 
out Price and Expence; to read and to walk by, which this.. 
Holy. Perfon uſcd ro read good Books by'in her Cloſer, 
and ro dirca all her motions inthe World ; there is more 
Light then the had, a new one, for there is tha: of her - 
Example, and, if chey do nor ufe it, their guils is greater, 
it began to be fo from the day that they had fuchan Exam». 


ple. T 


his 1 am unwilling ro {ay,for it is a much more plca(- 
ing Office, nor only to him to whom it is done, butts 
him who does i, to congratulate a Reformation, than to 
reprove a Fault, as it is more delightful. ro fee the reco»: 
very from a danger, than to give norice of it; there is no 
ſack matter of Joy in repreſenting the Fawle gremes. by its 
: aggra- 
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change. When the Jewiſh Writer had bewaited - the end 
of ati unhappy and virious Wornan ( for ſuch there were 
among the fows) he comes at laſt to this ical Con- 
claſion, and rhen directs ir to alt who her, The 


who remain ſhall know that there ts nothing better rhaw the for _ 23 
yo. 


of the Lord, and that there is wothi #hane 10 take 
To the Commandment of the Lord. y not we make wc of 
che ſame Conclufion, and with the ſame Addreſs, but with-- 
grearer ſarisfaQion, becauſe the death of bae who - 
was the Reverſe of char covleſt dawyheer of Zjow;who was 
ſeverely and bravely inthe midſt: of atl the dif-- 
advantages, indeed, of things which ſeldom have fo-ill-a-+ 
name as thar, and ſhould neyer deſerve ir, I tnean Yourh 
and Beauty, Wir and Honour, and that .Pro-. 
hero a.very Forruae, which being in one view; - 
often fo fill oor Eye, thac we fee befides ir? 

2. Sccing her End was Peace, ſhall we then bewail' ic 
with that exceſs which is to be reſerved for-rhoſe alone, 
whoſe End is not ſtxch?* When her Death was Peace, Shall 
our Life be otherwiſe 2 Her End was Peace, and her Con- 
dition will be fo for ever: We have joyful Reaſons, in 
the midſt of all this Grief, for that aſfurance. You have 
heard the laſt Chapter ſhe read, ( Sorry I am, that 1 muſt 
call any thing ſhe did, the laſt ) and you know the in- 
ſtruQtions thereof : Bur was ſhe indeed ro reſign her un- 
ſtained and lovely Soul, that there mighr be-a preſenc 
want of this Relief ro our own, that we might thus (nor. 
ſa-much at her coſt, as ours} begin the too early executi- 
on of the advice which that Chapter gives us? 

3- Let Peace not only be her End in poſſeſſion, bur. 
ours in.Reyerſion : Let our Life be perfed# and upright, that - 
our going our of it, may be joyful and aſſured, and thar 
in the mean time our Prayer may be ſo roo; And then we 
may pray (as in the Funeral Office) that we with all thoſe 
who are departed in the true Faith of God's Holy: Name may | 

have- 


ageravations, as inthe Sinner's making it-lels by his 
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| a” be partakers «f Hu, Fees. 

: a, Fo ant thts, O Father, for Jeſus Chriſf « ſake our 
Rediator and. ton ye. 
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